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tened to Dieppe, in order that they might sail thence
for New France. But, lo! suddenly an unexpected
obstacle. Their ship belonged to Poutrincourt, a
French nobleman; it was, however, subject to the
control of two Calvinistic merchants, since they had
incurred no light expense toward providing her with
equipments. As soon as they heard that members of
the Society were to be embarked upon her, they re-
fused to allow her to leave the port. The authority
of the Queen was invoked; her commands were reiter-
ated.Z They answered that they would not refuse ad-
mission to any other sort of priests, but that they
were unwilling to have anything to do with our men.
When Coton saw that the stubbornness of the rascals
could not be overcome, he approached the matter by
another way. There was a lady distinguished not
less for piety than for birth, Antoinette de Guerche-
ville. This woman was as solicitous for the interests
of the Mission as for her own; and since she had
acquired an uncommon influence among many, be-
cause of her reputation for integrity, she quickly col-
lected a large sum of money, by means of which the
heretical merchants were repaid the amount which
they had spent in equipping the ship. So, although
the merchants were disappointed and unwilling, the
Fathers were admitted. But, because of the interven-
ing delay, they did not sail until the 26th of January,
when the storms of winter caused a raging sea. On
this account the voyage was of four months’ duration,
although ordinarily of two, and was terrible because
of disease within and tempests without. Having en-
tered at last the mouth of the St. Lawrence river on
the 22nd day of May, on the holy day of Pentecost,
they came upon some traces of the Christian religion,
which had been superficially impressed by those



